VAD infection during bridge-to-transplant, unique aspects of treatment and prevention.
VAD infections remain a frequent complication of VAD care and can markedly affect patient management before and after transplantation. This review highlights the standard-of-care approaches offered by recent guidelines as well as published data that may improve the care for patients with these challenging and often persistent infections. Prevention and management of VAD infections has become more standardized with updated consensus guidelines published in 2017. Unfortunately, advanced devices have not markedly affected the incidence of VAD infection. Efforts to improve, yet streamline, the prevention of VAD-specific infections are ongoing. However, the data provided in the best of recent publications are rarely effectively comparative. Granular data on management strategies are limited to a few studies. Nevertheless, several publications provide more detailed posttransplant outcomes for patients with pretransplant VAD infections and demonstrate overall excellent posttransplant survival. Prevention and management of VAD-specific and VAD-related infections are the ongoing work of all VAD programs. Consensus guidelines are a marker of progress for this field. Despite very good posttransplant outcomes for these patients, more granular data are required to understand how such patients arrive successfully to transplantation and how their posttransplant course is affected.